ACIBS*                :..

Sometimes also the sulphuric, nitric, and. muriatic
acids occur in vegetables, combined with alkalies or
earths, but never except in very minute quantities,

1.  Acetic acid is easily detected by its peculiar odour, -Acetic,
and by the compounds which it forms with the alkalies

and earths. It has been found by Vauquelin in the sap
of different trees which he examined, and likewise in
the acid juice of the cicer arutinum, which consists of
oxalic acid, malic acid, and a little acetic *. Scheele
obtained it from the sambucus nigra "f*.

2.  Oxalic acid is easily detected and distinguished by Oxalic.
the following properties : It decomposes all calcareous
salts, and forms with lime a salt insoluble in water.   It
readily crystallizes. Its crystals are quadrilateral prisms.

It is totally destroyed by heat.

Oxalic   acid   was  first   detected  in  vegetables  by  Plants con-

&                   J    taming it.

Scheele. It exists in the state of superoxalate of potash

in the leaves of the exalts acetosella, oxalis corniculata^
and different species oirumex ; and likewise in the^r*?-
mum acidum. In the root of rhubarb Scheele found it in
the state of oxalate of lime ; and Deyeux, Dispan, and
Vauquelin, have observed it uncombined in the liquid
which exudes from the cicer parietmum. Scheele de-
tected the presence of oxalate of lime in a variety of
roots and barks besides rhubarb. He reduced the sub-
stances to be examined to powder or thin slices, digest-
ed them for two hours in diluted muriatic acid, and
dropt ammonia in excess into the filtered solution. If
the oxalate was present, the liquid became gradually
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